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Introduction =4

The ability to observe is crucial for successful collabora-
tion, and developing listening skills can lead to en-
hanced communication in professional environments,
as proficient listening skills are essential for profession-
al communication. Students' ability to understand lec-
tures in English for Specific Purposes (ESP) at the tertia-
ry level includes their individual abilities, prior lan-
guage knowledge, and linquistic predisposition. The
degree of previously acquired language competence,
which is related to knowledge of written language,
also influences the ability to understand lectures deliv-
ered in ESP. One can successfully extend and apply this
ability when listening to lectures, where spoken lan-
guage takes the place of written language. However, it
also includes new approaches specifically designed for
successful understanding of spoken discourse, such as
following professional lectures and presentations as
well as taking notes while listening to them.

English lectures =4

It is possible to successfully implement the practice of
understanding professional lectures in English for
Graphic Engineering and Design at the university level,
provided that the teacher collaborates with an expert
in the field the students are studying who actively uses
the English language and with students who are moti-
vated to improve their language skills. Such an expert's
engagement is based solely on his enthusiasm, which
is valuable for the design of this language teaching
segment. Also, students should be continually encour-
aged to frequently listen to audio-visual recordings of
professional presentations from the Internet, both
during the process of acquiring the competence to un-
derstand spoken material and after completing this
type of training. Also, in order to prevent monotony,
learners should participate in a variety of challenging
activities (Chang et al., 2019), including professional
collaboration through the internet and social media.

Preparing for listening

The teacher's role in the preparatory phase involves
collaborating with the students to conceptualise the
upcoming lecture, thereby guiding them to employ
strategies that are pertinent to this phase (Dalman &
Plonsky, 2022). We can divide the approaches used in
the stage of preparation for listening to lectures into
two groups: 1. those that predict presentation concept
and subject matter, and 2. those that anticipate the
main words or concepts in the lecture. These ap-
proaches encourage students to actively contemplate
the lecture's topic, thereby focusing their attention
during the lecture. The most common spoken dis-
course in English for Graphic Engineering and Design,
like most engineering sciences, falls into the following
categories (Chang, 2022):

1) Presentation of procedure and its sequences;

2) Comparing or contrasting procedures, phases,
stages, or results;

3) Defining cause and effect stages or phenomena;
4) Listing results, effects, procedures, elements, etc.

@)

Understanding a conference lecture requires focusing
on the introduction. The introductory portion of the
spoken material serves as a guide for further listening.
The introductory parts of academic and professional
lectures, regardless of the diversity of the scientific dis-
cipline they deal with, are characterised by a uniform
structure, which means that their constitutive parts are
almost identical. A successful introduction should in-
clude the following steps:

Listening to lectures

1. Emphasising the importance of the topic and stat-
ing prior knowledge on the topic,

2. Overview of previous research work,

3. Establishing the starting point which involves high-
lighting the gap in knowledge and shedding light on
the problem.

4. Highlighting the goal of the work or research and
presenting its structure

The introduction, which gains the attention of the lis-
tener, has two clearly defined functions. Firstly, it pres-
ents the lecture's framework by providing essential de-
tails about the topic, form, structure, and objective.
Secondly, it creates a context for the lecture's content
by linking the discussed topic to the listener's prior
knowledge while also highlighting its importance and
significance within a specific scientific field of exper-
tise.

Also, in order to be successful and understand the
speaker, each student should make his own concise
interpretation of the main spoken message during the
lecture. Given that this is a cognitively demanding pro-
cess, it is crucial to gradually guide the student
through the process of listening to lectures, emphasiz-
ing the key aspects of this process. Video lectures from
the internet are suitable for practicing the skill of un-
derstanding presentations, and students could do
them individually depending on their own interest or
specialized field of expertise. In order to enable stu-
dents to understand lectures in English, the teacher
should encourage students to use the following ap-
proaches during listening (Zeng & Goh, 2018):

1. Separating relevant material from irrelevant
material

2. Drawing conclusions about the meaning of un-
known words based on the context

3. Elaborating and connecting previous knowledge
with new information.

Students should be constantly encouraged to take notes
during conference lectures, just as they would in their pro-
fessional or academic disciplines. According to Pan et al.
(2018), students utilise this approach more effectively when
they receive training and experience, and they should
leverage the positive transfer from their mother tongue to
effectively memorise the oral material presented in a for-
eign language.

Keeping notes

Conclusion

This paper aimed to highlight the importance of enhancing
listening comprehension in the English teaching for Graph-
ic Engineering and Design at the university level, given the
increasing need for students to comprehend professional
lectures in English these days. The current need for students
to actively follow English-language lectures in graphic engi-
neering and design highlights the need to enhance their
knowledge in this area. It is a very complex and demanding
language skill that necessitates a high level of both linguis-
tic and professional competence. Despite the complexity of
acquiring competence in understanding English lectures,
students can still master it with individual commitment and
persistence.
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